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This year has flown by. It hardly
seems possible that this will be my
last Presidents' message to the
membership of the Society. Considering the national economic
situation...we are in remarkably
good shape. We are on budget and
should finish the year in that condition. Our investment account is
recovering some of the losses that
it suffered some eight months ago.
While that is good news (and may
be even better news in the future)
the dividends that those lost values
would have paid are lost to us forever. Therefore, the resources we
normally enjoyed distributing won't
return to our coffers for some number of months. The best fiscal information available indicates that
we would be wise to remain FRUGAL in our spending for the next
year, at least. Membership seems
stable. Some leave our ranks and

others replace them. We need to
exert much more effort in adding as
many new members as possible.
Growth in our numbers will increase the energy in all the interest
groups of the society. Which
should make the strength of the
whole greater. Participation of the
membership in activities seems to
have slightly improved. More participation is greatly desired. Don't
overlook the Invitation and Reservation form for the annual Robert
Burns Dinner set for Saturday, Jan.
23rd at the Ritz Charles. Mark your
Calendar, get the Highland garb out
of the mothballs and enjoy a fine
evening of festive food, Pipe and
Drum music , Highland Dancing
and good fellowship. While we’re
on predications....DO participate in
the quarterly meetings of the society. That is where the real nuts and
bolts work is done that affects eve-

rything we do. AND........ Don't
forget the St. Andrew Society
Foundation. It's available for
your use for donations that can
in most cases result in a tax
credit on a dollar for dollar basis.
Just think, a ten dollar donation
(About the cost of a lunch for
two at McDonalds') each year,
from each member, would at the
end of ten years yield approx.
fifty thousand dollars. I would
like to thank all of the elected
and appointed officers of the
Society that gave so freely of
their time and energy this year.
You were (and are) a great team!
And lastly, I want to thank the
Society Membership for the
High Honor of having be allowed to serve you as President.
Watch Weel,
Charles R. Smith

S C O T L A N D A T T H E E T H N I C F E S T IVA L
-

-TIM LARKIN
The Ethnic Enrichment Festival was
held in Swope Park Aug. 21-23.
Scotland was well represented with
crafts donated by members, soft
drinks and highland beef. Volunteers helped assemble booths the
weekend before and donated time
working at the festival, which netted
the Society a tidy profit of $834.
Many people are responsible for our
success and I would like to thank
them. Karen Larkin kept me on
track and helped in more organizational tasks than I can remember;
Carol Duncan provided much
needed advice from years of experience as well as donated clothing,
cards and Scotty Dog items; Wendy
Bush donated hand stitched tartan
bookmarks; Betty Dalrymple donated maps, guide books, tote bags,
and other Scottish items; Jenny
Nichols donated a hand made Scottish teddy bear and elf Christmas

stockings; and Rose Fry donated
two hand made toy sheep. Additionally, many people donated
their time. Glenn Bray, Brian
Inverarity, Mark Milliken, Mike
Corona and I helped to assemble
booths the Saturday before the
festival; Carol and John Duncan,
Jerry McPherson and Pat Quinn
worked in the beer garden; Mark
and Teresa Milliken were at the
booth early and stayed late every
day to help set up and secure it;
Bill McBride helped us set up and
take down; Wendy Bush helped
all of Friday night; Brian and
Margaret Inverarity helped two
hours on Friday night and Saturday afternoon; Kristi and Paul
Peterman helped all day Saturday;
Jason and Steven Hough spent all
three days selling for the band and
helping us sell soft drinks; Andy
and Barbara McCanse helped two

hours on Sunday and Andy did a
marvelous job surveying the public to help make the festival better in the future; Mike and Avery
Shannon spent Sunday helping
sell band items and stamping
passports; The Society Color
Guard (Don Dyer, Charlie Smith)
performed on Saturday; The
Band and the Dancers performed
in the main Pavilion with large
crowds for each performance.
Last, but certainly not least, John
and Debbie Jenkins and their
family, John Jr., Courtney and
Chris sold their marvelous Highland Beef and other great food
and shared 10% of their profits
with us. Our initial $425 investment netted a nice profit, part of
which will be used to fund next
year’s booth, but also represented
Scotland in a positive, tangible
way to the 40,000+ attendees.
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I N T E R V I E W W I TH

ROBER T

-GE R A LD MOR RIS ON
The Globe Inn, Dumfries
January 25, 1788
Jerry Morrison, Reporter
Jerry: Good evening
Robin. Good to see you
again. I note that it is
your birthday today.
Robin: Aye, another year
has passed.
Jerry: I am told that
while awaiting payment
for your latest volume of
poetry in Edinburgh you
journeyed to the Highlands. What was the purpose of that visit?
Robin: I was developing
a yen for Scottish song
and I needed material for
James Johnson’s “Scots
Musical Museum collec-

B UR N S

tion. I was collaborating
with him on that.
Jerry: What material did
you find?
Robin: Weel I went
round to folk there collecting auld songs and
bits of music. One song,
which I will title, “Auld
Lang Syne” might strike
the fancy of singers. Another is, “Afton Water,”
which I will give to Johnson ere long. I am also
thinking of giving him,
“Duncan Gray.” I collected many songs and
enjoyed hearing them
from the auld highlanders
who had passed them
doon through the generations.

Jerry: Do you think
song writing surpasses
your efforts at poetry?
Robin: In a way, yes. I
feel freer to express myself in song. Scots like
songs, and I along with
them.
Jerry: Thank you Robin.
I see the closing bell is
about to be rung. Perhaps
we can continue another
time. A happy birthday to
you.
Robin: Aye, I will be
pleased to meet with you
again. A good evening to
you.
Jerry: And to you Robin,
here’s to good health on
your birthday.

B U R N S S UP P E R T R A D I T I ON
-KR IS TI PET ERM AN
The history of the Burns
supper goes back to nine
friends of the poet who
gathered together five
years after his death to
pay tribute to his memory. Eventually, these
meetings took place on or
near January 25th which
was the date of his birth.
They have expanded into
celebrations held all over
the world by expatriate
Scots and those of us who
are of Scottish descent.
There is no other poet in
the history of world literature who has been
honored in this way. Although Robert Burns died
in 1796 at the age of 37
and in poverty, his poetry
lives on and has a rich-

ness that transcends
money. If Shakespeare
represented the pinnacle
of poetic achievement,
Burns’ poetry explored
the depths of the human
condition from triumph to
tragedy. One of his most
beloved poems "To a
Haggis" is about a humble dish using the odds
and ends of a sheep, seasoned with onions and
oatmeal. It’s simple,
peasant food that is unsophisticated and comforting and he chose it because of it’s contrast with
"fricassee" and "ragout."
He made a plea not to
judge anything by appearance and in doing so,
he provided Scots with a

strong national food image. These celebrations
run from the very formal
to the impromptu. At the
formal, the Haggis is carried in on a large platter
accompanied by a piper
and a bottle of whisky.
The Chef , piper and poet
drink to the Haggis and
the poet recites "To a
Haggis" and concludes
with a dramatic slashing
with a dirk, releasing the
aroma, "warm-reekin,
rich."
This year’s Burns Supper
will be held on Jan 23. I
invite you to take part in
this unique Scottish tradition by honoring the life
and works of a true people’s poet.

Statue of Robert Burns
at Dumfries
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Don’t miss the

Kansas City St. Andrew Highland Dancers’ Association
Third Annual

Tartan Tea

Saturday, December 5, 2009
1:30-3:00 p.m.
Grace and Holy Trinity Cathedral
Founders’ Hall
Seating is limited
For more information or to secure your invitation
please contact

Libby Dyer Lee
(Check your Directory)

Kansas City Saint Andrew Society

Robert Burns Dinner
Saturday, January 23 rd 2010

Ritz Charles, 9000 W. 137 St. Kansas 66221
Highland dress or formal attire required
Cocktails @ 6:00pm Dinner @ 7:PM

* A grand evening of * Highland dancing

* Piping, *Scottish culture
Traditional toasts and tributes to the great bard
-------------------------------------------------------------RESERVATIONS: DETACH & SEND WITH CHECK
(Made out to Kansas City Saint Andrew Society)
______Adults….@ $45.00 each = $______
____ Children 12 years and below $20.00 each =$______
CHECK FOR TOTAL = $_______
# Adult Chicken meals____ # Adult Beef meals_______
Reservations in the name of___________________________

RESERVATIONS AND CHECKS MUST BE IN BEFORE JANUARY 18 TH TICKETS TO
BE PICKED UP ON BURN’S NIGHT
Send to: Don Dyer @ 7913 Westgate Drive, Lenexa, KS 66215-2660
Tel 913 492 8921
We will endeavor to seat guests with their friends

SOCIETY
FACEBOOK PAGE
Since so many of our
members are on Facebook,
there is now a Kansas City
St. Andrew Society
Facebook Group. Check it
out for more information
on what’s happening in the
Society!
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A PICTURE IS WORTH

Clockwise from top left:
Jason and Steven Hough at the
Renaissance Festival Kilts and
Kings weekend; the Family
Picnic; a few McGeezers enjoying some “uisge beatha;”
Barbara and Andy McCanse
with a Scottish tea cozy; John
and Carol Duncan lining up for
the parade; Charlie Smith talking to a member of the American Indian delegation; the
Scottish booth; Charlie Smith,
Don Dyer, Paul Peterman,
Mark Milliken and Kenny
Price at the Ethnic Festival;
Margaret Bristow, Kathy
Burke-Thomas, Dawn and
Chris Lovelace with the wonderful dancers who performed
at Kilts and Kings weekend;
Wendy Bush at the Society tent
at Kilts and Kings weekend.

A TH O USAND WOR DS
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K C S A H DA S P E C I A L P E R F O R M A N C E S
- M A RG A R E T B R I S T OW
This year, the Kansas City
Saint Andrew Highland dancers were invited to perform in
two prestigious events, Dance
In The Park and The Kansas
City Youth Ballet’s Festival
of Nations.
The first performance, Dance
In The Park, was held at Roanoke Park on September 9 th.
This is a free annual event
produced by City In Motion
Dance Theater and showcases
KC’s dance scene, such as
Ballet, Flamenco, and Swing.
And of course, Highland
Dance was showcased for the
first time this year, by a select
group of our dancers! View
pictures of our dancers per-

forming at this event at http://
kcdance.com/. The second
performance, Festival of Nations, was held on October
3 rd, in the Polk Theater at
Johnson County Community
College. We were personally
invited to participate in this
professional event by Alecia
Good-Boresow, the director
of the Kansas City Youth Ballet, which is the performing
ensemble of the Kansas City
Ballet. The Festival of Nations celebrates different
dance cultures from around
the world with dance numbers
by the KC Youth Ballet, various other KC dance schools;
and this year, KCSAHDA!

Selected to dance in this prestigious event, as well as in the
Dance In The Park performance, were some of our more
experienced dancers. These
dancers performed superbly,
and gained knowledge and
expertise in professional ballet/dance troupe protocol, and
we are very proud of them!
We were truly honored to be a
part of these special performances, and thanks to all who
help make the achievements
of the Kansas City Saint Andrew Highland Dance Association possible.

D A NC E S C HOLAR S HI P W I NNER
- J E A N N E D R Y S DA L E M C B R I D E
Anna Cleland-Leighton
took First Place in the written paper at the British Association of Teachers of
Dancing North American
Sadie Simpson Highland
Scholarships in Toronto,
Canada! She competed
against 46 dancers from
across the U.S. and Canada.
This was a great honor and
accomplishment for both
Anna and her teacher Libby
Dyer Lee. Angela Sullivan,
a student of Jeanne Drysdale McBride, was also honored as a nominee. While
she didn’t place, she handled herself professionally
and with poise in all aspects
of the competition. This
was a very challenging
competition and very different from any dance experience that she has had before. In order to be nominated to attend, our dancers
must receive honors in their
Medal Testing that is held in
Kansas City each year. The

top 100 dancers from across
the United States and Canada
are selected to attend this
competition. 50 dancers compete in the Junior and Senior
categories each. Past Kansas
City nominees have included
Sarah McKee, Emily Ritter,
Fiona Sampson, Cara Wallingford, Carlie Campbell,
Katie Wilhelmus, Kristen
Powell, Anna ClelandLeighton, and Angela Sullivan. There are three sections
to the competition. The Written Paper includes about 30
short answer dance theory
questions and a personal
question about how Highland
Dancing has impacted your
life. This is the section that
Anna took first place in. Choreography Each dancer and
teacher created a 2 minute
choreography. Angela and
Anna will be performing their
choreographies at some of our
upcoming performances.
Scholarship was the most
challenging part of the day.

All of the dancers were on a
dance floor in a large ballroom
in leotards with three judges.
There were no secrets about
their body alignment and turnout here! The instructor
showed them a combination of
movements from each dance.
They got a couple of chances
to try the combination and
then it was time to perform in
front of the judges, facing the
front, side and back. Eventually they put on their kilts and
continued to perform these
combinations. For the finale,
the dancers put on their lilt
skirts and learned a four step
choreography that they immediately performed for the
judges. The rest of the weekend was filled with a dance
workshop that included other
forms of dance. Saturday
night was a formal dinner followed by even more dancing!
It was a great weekend filled
with good times, challenges,
and new and old friends.

Angela Sullivan and Anna
Cleland-Leighton at the BATD
Scholarship Competition
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A ULD LANG SYNE (A

L ON G

T IME A GO)P ART 2

- DO N DYE R
Even with a war raging all
around us, childhood in
Scotland was a rich experience. Everything from
candy to clothing was either severely rationed or
unavailable but when you
did get a little something,
you appreciated it. I remember, aged six, sitting
in class watching the
school janitor tape the windows to stop the glass from
fragmenting from blast impact. Air raid shelters were
built all through the village
but we never used them.
When the sirens sounded,
my brother and I got in bed
with my parents: we pulled
the covers up and went
back to sleep. We all wore
little bone tags bearing our
ID numbers (mine was
SHIM 54-4) in case they
had to sort out bodies from

the rubble. Gas masks
went everywhere with us
and we had to practice using them in class. If you
blew really hard into the
mask the air escaped, with
a vulgar sound, from
around the cheeks. Little
boys thought that was
really hilarious. Teachers
didn’t: but I can’t say I recall ever knowing one that
had a sense of humor anyhow. We never went hungry like the rest of
Europe , but the diet assumed a dreadful monotony over the years: the staples were brown bread;
potatoes; vegetables grown
locally and a few imported
items. We drank tea without sugar so we could
make a supply of jam
when the fruit was in season. Cookbooks became

worthless because the ingredients called for were
not available. Try running
your kitchen next week
without using one single
egg, and you’ll get the
drift. The blackout was total: no street lights; no
store lights; no lights of
any sort. Wardens went
around the streets looking
for chinks of escaping
light which might be visible from the air. Scotland
was about as far as the
German bombers could
reach but reach us they
did. Everyone carried a
little flashlight which
could be used intermittently. Cuts and bruises
were frequent from bumping into things in the dark.
They were the worst of
times; but they were the
best of times.

U M K C COM M UN IV E R S ITY CLA S S A NA LY S I S
- D AW N L OV E LAC E
Our trial with teaching
classes through the UMKC
Communiversity program
was enjoyable for those
involved however not very
well attended and attracted
only three students for each
class. Now that we have
the educational lectures
and demonstrations written
and practiced, I would recommend trying again but
using a different avenue of
marketing rather than
through UMKC. We had
information out at the Kansas City Highland Games

but received no students
from that effort. The
classes so far have included Scottish art, Gaelic
language, the Jacobite uprisings, ancient weaponry,
Scotch whiskey tasting,
bagpipes, Scottish drumming and highland dancing. If anyone has other
subjects you would like to
teach, please volunteer! I
think I can speak accurately for all other teachers
involved and say that even
though the classes were
extremely small, they were

a great deal of fun. If anyone has any other sources
for advertising a new set of
classes for 2010, or any
other ideas for developing
the program, please let us
know. Let’s brainstorm!! I
would like to personally
thank all of my volunteers
for a great job: Don Dyer,
Bob Ross, Charlie Goslin,
Paul Peterman, Kristi
Peterman, Chris Lovelace
and Margaret Rendina.
Thank you all!

NEW

MEMBERS

M s C a th e r in e L .
C a r ia n i
M r C h a r le s M . R o g e r s
M r L a rry D . S te w a rt
W e lc o m e !

IN MEMORIUM
Margaret MacDonald
1920-2009
Margaret Brokaw
1925-2009

K C Sc o t

P age 7

B A ND N EWS

- K E V I N R E GA N
Greetings from the band
and all the best for a happy
and healthy Fall Season
and Thanksgiving to you
and your families. SAVE
THE DATE! On April 10,
2010 at 7pm at Unity Temple on the Plaza, Kansas
City St. Andrew Pipes and
Drums will join Connie
Dover for a wonderful evening of entertainment,
dancing and music in the
band’s Celtic fusion series.
The band is working hard
with Ms. Dover to put together a great show, the
first of its kind in Kansas
City . Pipe Major Tommy
McKee and Connie are collaborating on some wonderful sets to make this a
special night for all.
The band had an outstanding competition season. The Grade Four Band

traveled to Denver , Colorado and took second in
the ensemble competition.
The drum corps took first
place. The pipes and
drums later traveled to
McPherson for the Highland Games where the
Grade Four Band took
third place and the drummers were awarded first
place, once again.
We entertained a hearty
crowd in the cold weather
recently at the Weston
Irish Festival and represented the band well there
to the festival goers.
Saturday morning practices are being added for
students. We are busily
planning our winter and
holiday schedule which
should include some
Christmas performances
for the Society as well as

graduation performances
at Baker University . We
remain keenly committed
to preserving the Scottish
tradition of bag piping and
drumming, as well as representing the band in a
positive way throughout
the community with
our performances.
The band also played
to an appreciative
group at the Goslin
farm house at the annual St. Andrew’s
Society picnic.
Quite sadly, the band
lost a fine young
member. Bagpiper
Tim Benzing died suddenly recently. He was a
fine young man and a talented musician. He will be
sorely missed. Please keep
the Benzing family in your
prayers.

up and running by the time
you read this article. This
year’s Board has been actively working towards establishing many great venues for the 2010 Games.
We have established a private email group that allows us to keep in regular
communication as a group
without the need to organize group phone calls,
schedules or meeting
places. Through this, we
have been able to discuss
ideas in advance of our
monthly meetings. This in
turn keeps those monthly
meetings efficient and
timely. The Board has sev-

eral members that drive a
considerable distance to
and from meetings and I
feel that their dedication
needs to be appreciated.
We will be having a
Chairs/Volunteer meeting
on Nov. 23rd, at the Aquarius Book Store from 7-9.
A long time sponsor, it is
located at 3936 Broadway,
Kansas City, Missouri
64111. I am requesting that
you attend this so everyone
can have an opportunity to
meet each other and see
firsthand what is being developed by the Board.
Your attendance will make
a difference!

Members of the band
performing at the
Family Picnic

H I GHL A ND G A MES
- DA V I D M I LLER
One of my goals as this
year’s Highland Games
President is to continue to
develop new volunteers
and Chairs to help with the
various duties and to encourage our previous volunteers to stay and help
teach us what needs to be
done. We have already begun the volunteer recruitment process, and have received several new ideas to
help us with this as well as
advertising for the Games.
One of these is the creation
of a Face Book page,
which will be a networking
and advertising tool. We
are hopeful that it will be

Highland Games
President David Miller

The Kansas city St. Andrew Society
Post Office Box 411304
Kansas City, MO 64141-1304

Calendar of Coming Events
Saturday January 23 - Burns Dinner, Ritz Charles
Sunday February 14 - Quarterly Business Meeting, St. Andrew Episcopal
Saturday April 10 - Kansas City Pipes and Drums with Connie Dover, Unity Temple
Sunday June 6 - Quarterly Business Meeting, St. Andrew Episcopal
Fri, Sat, Sun June 11, 12, & 13 - Highland Games, EH Young Park, Riverside
Sunday September 5 - Quarterly Business Meeting, St. Andrew Episcopal
Sunday December 5 - Quarterly Business Meeting, St. Andrew Episcopal

